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Dear Canada, published in French as Cher Journal ("Dear Diary"), is a historical fiction series by Scholastic Canada based on the American series Dear America. It was launched in 2001 with Orphan at My Door and A Prairie as Wide as the Sea. The series typically released one or two books a year until ending with 2016's These Are My Words.

In a similar vein to Dear America, the series focuses on fictional young girls. It covers time periods in Canadian history, including the Halifax Explosion and the Canadian Confederation, as well as more broader topics like immigration. In 2010, a spin-off titled I Am Canada was launched. It has similar topics but with male protagonists.
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Background and topics[]

Dear Canada launched in 2001 as a Canadian counterpart to Dear America. The time periods covered in Dear Canada range from French colonization in 1666 to residential schools in 1966. Other topics include immigration, indigenous peoples, home children, epidemics, the Canadian Confederation, the Upper Canada Rebellion, and several wars (such as the Seven Years' War, World War I, and World War II). Like Dear America, each book has a ribbon inserted to be used as a bookmark.

The series contains four short story collections. Three of these books, A Season for Miracles, A Christmas to Remember, and A Time for Giving, center around the holidays and feature previous Dear Canada heroines. Hoping for Home tells stories of arriving in Canada with all new characters.
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